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REPORT ON THE SLATE AND SLATE FENOIU INDDETRY 


1. The claim of the slate and slate pencils industry for protection or 

assistance was referred to tiie Tariff Board for in- 
neleiaaco to the Board vestigation by the Government of India in the 

Ministry of^Commerce Resolution No. 1-T(4)148, 
dated 20th aiarch 1948 (Appendix I), read with paragraphs 2 and 7 of 
their Resolution No. 218-T(55)|45, dated 3rd November 1945 an(d para- 
graj'.h 4 of llicir Resolution bearing the same number, dated 16th February 
1946. 'J'his I'ererenee wa.s made as a result of the applications for protec¬ 
tion niede to the Department of Commerce, Government of India, by— 

(1) Sri Laxmi Slate Works, Kaladgi, in their letter No. 419, dated 
20th May. 1947 ; 

(2) Sri B. V. Joahi, Government Slate Mines Lessee, Markapur ; 
Sri Seshachela Sastry, Markapur ; and the Markapur Taluk 
Slate au<l Slate Pencils’ Industrial Labourers and Manufac¬ 
turers, Markapur, in their joint letter dated 10th June 1947 ; 

(3) The Markapur Slate Manufacturers’ Association, Markapur, 
ill their letter No. 54|47, dated 4th July 1947 ; and 

(4) The Cumhnm Slate Merchants’ Association in their letter 
dated 21st June, 1947. 

2. Under the terms of reference contained in the Resolution dated 

3rd November 1945, the Board has to satisfy it- 
Terms of tclorenca. ,_ 

(1) that the industry is established and conducted on sound busi¬ 
ness lines ; and 

(2) (a) that, having regard to the natural or economic advantages 
enjoyed by the industry and its actual or probable costs, it is 
likely within a reasonable time to develop sufficiently to be 
able to carry on successfully without protection or State 
assistance ; or 

(b) that it is an industry to which it is desirable in the national 
interest to grant protection or assistance and that the probable 
cost of such protection or assistance to the community is not 
excessive. 

Where a (daim to protection or assistance is found to be established, 
i e, if condition (1) and condition (2) (a) or (b) are satisfied, the Board 
will recommend— 

(i) wliether, at what rate and in respect of what articles, or class 
or description of articles, a protective duty should be im¬ 
posed ; 

(i') what additional or alternative measures should be taken to 
protect or assist ttie industry ; and 

fiiii for what period, not exceeding three years, the tariff or other 
measures recommended .should remain in force. 

Rn makintr its rocoinmenclations the Board has to give due weight to 
the interests of the (‘oiisuincr iu the light of the prevailing conditions and 
MS2rrni3 
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also to consider how the recommendations affieet industries using the 
articles in respect of whieli ])rotection is to be granted. 

3. (a) The Board issued a press communique on 5th June 1948 in¬ 
viting firms, associations and persons interested 
of inquiry. in the inquiry, who desired their views to he 
considered, to forward their representations to the 
Secretary to the Board. The standard questionnaire.s were issued to all 
the known producers and importers as well as to some of the Provincial 
Directors of Indu.stries and the principal Chambers of Commerce. Letters 
were addressed to the Provincial Directors of Public Instruction inviting 
their views on the quality of the imligenous slates anjd slate txnicils as also 
in regard to the annual con.snmptiou of these articles in the educational 
institutions of their T‘esj-)eetive Provinces. A list of those to whom the 
questionnaires were issued and those who replied or submitted memoranda 
is given in Appendix II. 

(b) Dr. 15. V. Narayanaswamy Naidu, Member, and Mr. R. Dorai- 
swamy. Secretary, Tariff Board, visited Madras on 14th March 1949 and 
disoussed problems relating to the slate and slate pencils industry with the 
Andhra Chamber oi: Commorce. Dr. Naidu also visited Markapnr (in the 
Kurnocl District of Madras Province, where the industry is largely local¬ 
ised) on 17th and 18tli Ma.reh 1949, and inspected a number of factories 
engaged in the manufaetime of slates and slate pencils. Mr. K. Sundaram, 
Cost Accounts Officer attached to the Board, visited Ogalewadi on lltli 
March 1949 and investigated the cost of production of metal slates pro¬ 
duced by Ogale Class IVorks Ud. ITe also visited Markapnr from 14th 
to 17th March 1949 and c.xamined the cost of production of the following 
factories :— 

(1) High Star Machine Slate Factory ; 

(2) Umamaheswar Slate Works ; 

(3) Rayalacima Slate Works ; 

(4) The Indo-Machino Slate Woi-ks ; and 

(5) The Madhav Slate Industries. 

(e) A public inquiry was held at Bombay on 25th March 1949. 
Appendix 111 gives the list of persons wlio attended the public in¬ 
quiry. 


4. (a) The slate and slate pencils industry is referred to hi 
pneral terms in Government’s Resolution No 
Scope of the liiqmry. I-T(,;)i48, dated 201h March 1948. During the 

were twn ,nnin was found that'there 

stones n elates, stone slates, manufactured from slate 

and metal slates, mauutactured froiriw'iron or steel sheets These 

tiX WeT i ''' ‘r “ unbreakable ” slates respee- 

frm^soaIst,mT. r <hat tlun-e was a third type of slates made 

shU So Z,. ‘ S’'!''.- I’^-ucils are generally made from 
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(b) The original applicants for protection or assistance to the indus¬ 
try were the manufacturers of stone slates and stone slate pencils. At the 
public inquiry, the manufacturers of slate.s and slate pencils from raw 
materials other tlian slate stone urged the Board to take into account their 
claims as well. We, therefore, decided that in view of the general terms 
01 reference to the Board, the inquiry should cover slates and slate pencils 
made not only from slate stone but also from other materials. 

5. (a) Slone sides : The manufacture of stone slates was first start¬ 
ed in. 1918 at Markapur in the Kurnool District 
History of the Industry. of the Madras Province. The industry is localised 
there owing to tlic availability of abundant sup¬ 
plies of slate stone, whieh constitutes the ha.sic raw jnaterial for tliis 
indu.stry. In the beginning, the manufacture of slates was carried on in 
a somewhat primitive maiiiiier on a cottage scale. The total capital invest¬ 
ed in Markapur ai that time did not exceed lis. 50,000. During the inter- 
war years, tlie industry develojmd considerably and a large number of 
factories came to he established. During World War 11, imports of slates 
dwindled. This gave the industry an impetus and it made I'apid strides. 
The quality of the indigenous product also began to improve and, in some 
factories, machinery and power came to be used to modernise the manu¬ 
facturing processes,. Tlu!>:(; dev('loi)mcn1s led to an increase in production 
so that the indiistry was able to export slates to countries such as Burma, 
Ceylon, Miiilaya an.d South. Afrie.a. In th.e Kurnool District, manufacture 
is now sprcsid over 40 villages, giving employment to nearly ‘)(),000 labour¬ 
ers, imdudiug those employed in .sloiio-quarries and factories. There are 
at preseiil about 152 factories in tin; Kurnool District out of whicb 11 are 
worked by ))owor. The chief centres of production are Markapur, 
Cumhum and Ca.i.ialakotida. A statement showing the present distribu¬ 
tion of slate ffictories in the Kitrnoo] Di.striet is given in Appendix IV. 
In Apioendix V are given the names of village^ in Markapur Taluk, where 
slate slabs are s|ilit into various sizes and sold to manufacturers for pro¬ 
cessing. Outside the Kurnool District, the other centres of production of 
slates are the Bijapur Di.striet in the Itombay Province, Ateli in Patiala 
State and Kund in the East Punjab. The manufacture of slates in Ateli 
and Kund began at about the same time as at Markajuir. Large supplies 
of slate stone are available, in tbe hills of Kaugra Valley, which are situated 
at some distance from the factories at Ateli and Kund. These hills are 
leased to a British company, namely, the Kangra Valley Slate Comi)any, 
by tlic East Punjrd) G-oveniment. fn its turn the company sub-leases 
jiortiori:; ef the hills lo eontraetors wiio work the mines and suprly the 
}i!iUiul'aeturiU's 'wllh lauv slates which are transported to the faclories on 
;‘;)ri)('is, in inotn.r triioks and by rail. Tlicre are five faetories in tlic Bijapur 
District. The supinies of slate stone arc ohtaiueil from the quarries at 
Kaladgi and 1 taiiemnari from where tbry are transported to the factories 
in bifWoek carts or motor trucks. Tbe Ministry of Tmlnstry and .Supply 
has st.ited in its memorandum that there are 144 stone slate faetoriesrin 
the Indian I'fnioii (vide Appendix VI), A.l the public inquiry, this figure 
was dis|)iited by representatives of the industry who stated that in Kurnool 
District .sloi'c there were ab-oiit If.'? factr-.riey,. Purther, there were 28 
factorie.s in Knud, 16 factories in Delhi and 5 faetories each in Bombay 
LS2ITBB 



and Ateli, besides a number of small factories spread over different parts 
of the country. We carefully examined these figures and came to the 
conclusion that there were in all no less than 200 factories of all sizes in 
the country. 

(b) Metal slates : The manufacture of these slates is of more recent 
origin. Production of variou.s types of metal slates was started in the 
country after 1930. Prior to that, melhl slates were largely imported 
from Germany and Prance, and to some extent, from Italy and Japan. Most 
of the metal slate factories in the country are located in Delhi and its 
neighbourhood and they; ^-e also a few' factories in South India, in places 
like Ogalewadi and P>angalore. In the last tw'o places, the production of 
metal slates is ancillary to the production of enamelware, paint' and 
chemicals. It is estimated by the Ministry of Industry and Supply that 
there are about 15 metal slate factories in the country. Some of these are, 
however, not working to their full capacity because of the difficulty in ob¬ 
taining adequate electric power and basic raw material, viz., irop or steel 
sheets. A list of the metal slate factories is given in Appendix VII. 

(c) Other types of sJa.tes : The manufacture of slates from soap stone 
and china c'ay or by ehernical processes with or without the use of slate stone 
or metal ia also of recent origin. Vijayavada (Madras Province) and 
Azamgarh (U.P.) are the two places where shde.s of such types arc pro- 
diiged. The manufacture of these type.s of .slates is still in an experimental 
stage and its effect on the ttdal Indian production cannot be gauged at pre¬ 
sent. We consider that there is considerable scope for the production of 
these types of slates in places where supplies of slate stone or metal are 
not available. 

(d) Slate frames : As an aiieillary industry, the manufacture of slate 
frames was started in Mysore and Malabar where abundant supplies of 
w'ood suitable for framing slates are availahh.'. Slate frames manufac¬ 
tured in these areas are supplied mostly to the slate factories in South 
India. The slate factoiu'es in North India obtain their supplies of slate 
frames locally. 

(e) Slote pencils : The production of slate pencils was started nearly 
20 years ago in Piplia (Madhya Bharat Union) and in the Mysore State. 
In Markapur and other places in the Kurnool District, however, it started 
only in 1944. According to the representatives cf the industry pre.sent at 
the public inquiry, ^hi.s late developutent was due to .severe competition 
from foreign countries, w'hieh along wiih high costs of production, did not 
make the manufacture of slate pencils an economic proposition. There 
are at jiresent 19 factories and about 100 small establishments or 

karkhann.s ” in the Kurnool District alone, besides 28 factories in Piplia 
and Ateli and II Inctories in other parts of the country (vide Appendix 
IV(c) and .Aijpendix VTII). 

fi. (1) Stone slates and slate pencils ■. I'he manirfacture of slates 
and slate pencils from stone involves simple opera- 
structure of ti e industry, lions and require! few implements. Consequent¬ 
ly, this industry started as a cottage or subsi¬ 
diary industry in the Kurnool District and at Ateli and Kimd. In the 
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Bijapur District and at Piplia, the production of these articles is con- 
fineit to a few units and is being carried on in faj?tories run,' with the help 
of power-driven machinery. Wc have been impressed with the importance 
of this industry as a cottage or subsidiary industry giving employment to 
rural population in areas where, owing to the scarcity of cultivable land, 
opportunities for emj)loyment are limited. Further, the principal use of 
slate stones is for the manufacture of slate aii;d slate pencils. The follow¬ 
ing is a brief description of the industry in tlio Kurnool District, 

(a) There are three main stages in the manufacture of slates, namely— 

(1) excavation of slate stone slabs, 

(2) preparing iuifini.5hed slates'and pencils in small cottages, and 

(3) polishing, framing and packing. 

(b) The slate stone quarries are owned either by private individuals 
or by Government. The jn-ivatc owners are generally Agraharamdars or 
Zamindars. Owing to internecine differences among the Agraharamdars 
and tlic demand for higher rents and royalties, mining operations are often 
hampered and at times completely .stopped, causing loss of production and 
unemployment. There are, however, a few hills owned by the Government 
of Madras which have also been leased to contractors whose method of 
working the quarries is not also satisfactory. 

fc) In the second stage, the work is carried on either in cottages ^ 
factories. Where the work is done in cottages, all members of the famib'- 
with the exception of small children, are engaged in the manufacture of 
unfinished s.’ates and slate pencils. TJiere arc a few cases where slate manu¬ 
facture is combined with stone polishing ahid framing. There is a third 
type of manufacturer, who has got a lea.so of the quarries and undertakes 
the excavation and manufacture of raw slates near the quarries. 

(d) In, the ihird stage, only a .small number of workers are engaged 
who purchase raw slates from slate manufacturers for polishing, framing 
and packing. Slate pencils are produced in a finished state by the manu¬ 
facturers in cottages and the factory owners merely pack them for sale 
to the dealers. 

II. Other types of slates and slate pencils ; These types of slates 
and slate pencils are mostly produced ip organised factories either as the 
main or aa an ancillary industry under individual or corporate ownership,* 

7. (A) Stone slates-.—(i) Raw materials : The raw; materials requir- 
Raw materials and con- for the manufacture of stone slates are (a.) 
sumatle stores. slate slone and (b) wood for framing. 

(a) Slate stone is the basic raw material. The Markapur mt^ufac* 
turers obtain their supplies of stone from quarries in the hills and plains 
in Markapur and Cumbum Talukas. The stone' depo,sit available there is 
in such abundance that it is expeelqd. to last for several years. The 
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ttiaiiufacliU'iM's- in. Hijapur obtain llioir ri-ijiiii-oinpiits ot ston.os t'l'oni quar¬ 
ries situated at Kaladgi and I laTuunnari, at some distance troni r.agaikdt 
railway station. TJic manui'aeturers in Delhi and Knnd (Bast Punjab) 
obtain their .su])plie,s of slabs from tlie Kangra Valley hills. 

(b) Wood : This is required for the maulufaeture of slate frames. 
“ Silver Oak ” is used for framing lir.st quality slates. This wood is ob¬ 
tained from Ilassan and Belur in Mysore. In some cases, ready-made 
frames arc purchased from Mysore. As “ Silver Oak ” is costly and not 
easily obtainable on account of transport and other difficulties, the manu¬ 
facturers in Miarkapiir use other types of wood called “ Bed Pala and 
“ White Pala ”, which are available from Malabar either in logs or as 
ready-made frames. Pooraga and Polike, two other kinds of wood suit¬ 
able for mmkiug frame,s, arc obtained from forests in the Kurnool District. 
Manufacturers in Bljapur purchase “ Silver Oak ” from Mysore, as tlie 
right typo of wood required is Jiot available in the Bombay Province. 
Manufacturers iu Delhi and ils neighbourhood have some dillieulty in oh- 
taiuang suitable t.v'pcs id' wood, as the same are not available locally. 
They have to get tliein from distant timber ccidres and transport them to 
their factories on camel back and in motor trucks. We have been informed 
by the Forest IktsearclL Institute, Dehra Dun, tlint practically any cheap 
and flight "wood can he nx(>d for slate frames. A list of such suitable wood 
is given in Appendix (IX). 

(ii) ConisvinahJc stores : Consumabie stores required are glue, paper, 
Halls, wire, tin sei'iqis, sand or emery paper, packing paper and tin or 
wooden boxe.s. All these stores are available iu the country. 

(B) Meiat stales ; (i) The ba.sie raw material requiredds iron sheets, 
iiamcly, M.S. black .sheet.s, 24, 2(1 or 28 S.W.O, 

(ii) Processing materlaLs required arc :— 

(a) Chemicals and paints such as stoving enumcl, dilute sulphuric 
acid, felspar, borax, soda ash, cryolite, barium carbonate, salt' 
petre, flourspar, cobalt oxide, nickel oxide, copper oxide, formal¬ 
dehyde and turpentine ; 

(b) Composition of slate stojie powder and silieious mineral such as 

eellite with a hard drying enamel medium or a composition of 
slate stone pow'der, rosin, linseed oil, rvhite lead, lamp black, 
cashew' shell oil re."in, deliydrated castor oil and abrasive 
powder. ' 

(iii) . Consumable store,s are the same as for (A) above with the addi¬ 
tion of brush and firew'ood or coal. 

(iv) the framing material viz., wood is the same as fur (A) above., 

Most of these raw materials are available locally. 

'(C) Other types of Slates : As already stated, the ba.sie raw materials 
leqmrod for these type.s of slates are soap stone and china clay. The pro¬ 
ducers of these slates, wfito were pmsont at the public inquiry, were 
-eluetant to disclose the exact composition used in the manufacture. 
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(D) Slate ’pencils ; Tlin raw materials required in the, dlffereTit pro¬ 
cesses of manu facto re are ;— 

Prccesi;; I—Special type of slate stone ; 

Proce':;-; 1I~Ball clay ; and 

Process III—China clay and talcum powder. 

TJiese prote ses are described in para:graph 8. All these materials are 
available in the country. 

8. (A)" Sto7}e sWes : The stone slabs for slates are first excavated 
from quari'ie.s and then brought to ilie factories 
Process of Manufactuic. or eottage.s where they are processed. The slabs 
are split into rectangular pieces of suitable tliiek' 
iicss with the aid of a chisel. This work reeuiies high skill acquired by 
long Gx]ierieuce. as otherwise waistage Amn he con.“iderable. An average 
cottage unit can handle 3 to 3-i cart-loads of stone per month ; out of 
each cartload are yn'odueed about 35 eases or 140 dozems of raw slates ot 
8" X 6" size. Tlie two flat surfaces are Ihen groiaul with local abrasives, 
ill the purely cottage-type operation, tlie raw sltite is ground with the 
help of smooth blocks of stone, whereas in the comjtaratively larger 
establishments it is done b.y placing the slab on a turning wheel. The 
stone is further .polished in a poli.shing machine or by hand, using soft 
sand or emery paper and sometimes also by the use of china clay. The 
polished pieces are then fitted into frames and a black varnish is aiipiicd 
en the surface on either side of the slate. The quality of the wood used 
for frames varies according to the quality of the finished slate. 

Wood used for the frames is of 1he soft ty^e like “ Bilvcr Oak ”, 
Red Polike, White Pala or Booraga. Some frames are of the clutch type 
whilst others are of the machine-round-tiii (m.r.t.) type where the 
corners are rounded and covered tvith small strips of tin. The first 
quality slate is made of the clutch type only while the second quality 
is made both in clutch and m.r.t. varieties. The finished slate-; arc then 
carefully packed in boxe.s and despatched for sale. All slates produced 
are not of the first; quality. Those that fall below this standard are called 
” seconds ” and form 20 to 30 per cent, of the total output of the factories, 
depending on the manufacturer. The ” seconds ” are polished with 
colouring materials and sold at slightly reduced rates. The loss on the 
‘‘ seconds ’’ is made up by suitable iucrctbse in the prices charged for the 
first quality. 

fB) Metal slates : There are various methods of manufacturing this 
type of slate. The thi'ee principal methods are described below :— 

(i) In the first method, which is generally adopted, the surface of the 
iron plate is coated with a' particular type of enamel. The iron sheets are 
cut into different sizes and pickled in a weak st'lution of sulphuric acid 
and sn’^aequently washed witA' wut'’r an" rubbed wHh sand. The plates 
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arc then flried in tlse sun. Tlu: eloaii and dry pJativs ari' coated w’dli stov- 
in<i: cnaiiicl by Irnciiing, s-rr-ayin'’- or- dipping lli<' 1 )^''^^';; in a coiuiHisitioii, 
'J'ho euMuiol on dryi-ug arlJieros to tiie iiiei,.:il Kurtiiee. More tbari one coat¬ 
ing oi' «najnel may be uccessaTy, (Ir^jH’iiding on iJie type (sr cjiar.icl used. 
Tlie (iomposition is prepared by mixbi,o; tinelj^ gToimd slate slono jiowdcr 
and a .sniall percentage of siliciou.s ftiiieral, aneli as cclide vvifji a bard- 
drying enamel medium. A lypical coinposi!ion is a mixture of tltrce parts 
oi! slate po\vdcr and one pa.rt of stoving cinuncl. 

(ii) Tlic second inetliod, wiiicli is de.seribed be]f)W, is followed by 
itlessTB. Ogale Glass Works, Ogalewadi. Tlie base metal, nainely, iron sheet 
is cut into varioii.s sizes and tlie. slate,s are pre.ssed into different sizes. This 
is done by shear nniehiues, power presses and puiiehirig m;:chiiie.s. The 
articles are closely annealed to remo-yc stresses and strains produced 
during the proces.s of fabrication and also to burn off oils and greases 
smeared at the time of pressing. This is done at about G00°,G. They are 
tlien thorn uglily cleaned or pic.kied, with fi (o 0 per cent, sulxjhui'ie acid 
solulion heated to about !).">" to .lOO'dl. Tliey are tb.orougblyi’iiised in 
cold running water and passed on irniucdiaiely into neutralising baths coii- 
iaining b to 4 per cent, soda O'-h siilulion. The slates are then immediately 
dried (n a drier. They are tbcn given .a grip or adhessive coating of 
(Ciiiuncl, dried and fired at a lemi.'eialuve of :iboiit lUKT' to 1.0i)0°G, into a 
muflle furnace for about fi to 8 raiuntes. The (iroccss i.s repeated for an¬ 
other coating of blaek enamel and 11m slab's are then ready for the next 
.siago, nanudy, “ cichiiig ” in vvldeli the glazed and smooth snrfaee is 
roughened. Tin's is done to faeiiilate writijsg. wliicli is not iropsible if the 
.‘..uj'face is smooth mid glossy. Tim etching is eireclcd by treating 1be plates 
into a cold and dilute solution ot sulpliurie acid for a few miuntes, follow¬ 
ed by close iind euJ'eiul rinsing in cold running water and iieiitralifiiug in 
a dilute solution of caustic soda. The slates are then framed. 

(iiij In the. third inciiiod, wlu’ch is followed liy the Bangalore Enamois, 
Paints and Ohemieiils, the various stages arc the same as in tlie ca.se of the 
second iiictluid, will: llii.i imirutant difiVi-ence tint Ihe oil tyrie of enamel 
rmulo of s^Mthet'" resin consisting of easlicv/ ,s1k ii oil or dehydrated ea.stor 
oil or linseed fill is need insti ad of the vitiGous enamel eompo.sition. Abra¬ 
sive iiowder is mixed with euamel, coated on tlie steel sheets and bake'd. 
Tlic surfaces are .smootlicned and waslied. The compo.sition should be 
such tluit the snrfaee should not attain any gloss or jiolisli on rubbing. It 
IS claimed Ih.at this process lias Iwo main advantages over the otjicr two 
proecKses described above. Firstly, it givo.s l.he sbi,te the I'cquisite rough¬ 
ness snitablo for writing for a comparatively long jieriod and, secondly, 
it requires heating only upto 200°C. Consequently, this third method is 
loss cumbcr.some and the cost of manufacture is also lower. 

(C) Slate pencils ; (i) Stone slate pencils—Process I : Stone slate 
pencils can only be made from a special type of slate stone. Very narrow' 
strips of tlie sjieoial type of slate stone are broken from the main slab, 
each .strip being not more than about a quarter oP an incli in w'idtii The 
crude slate sticks tlnis obtained arc rounded by a curved carpenter's plane 
and the cylindrical strip thus obtained is further .smoothened with sand 
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paper with one of the ends sharpened like a pencil. The pencils are cut 
to different Icngtli.s and wrapped with paper up to half tludr lengths. 
Thereafter, tliey are packed in cases of 5,000 or 2,500 (numbons). 

(ii) ProrxRses IT and III ; Good bail clay i.s wa.shed and made plastic 
with Avatcr and moulded into different sizes of pencils, which are then 
dried in the sun and linciced. In another proce.s,s a stiff dough of 70 per 
cent, china clay and 00 per cent, talcum powder is made and moulded into 
required ,sizc.s of pencil and after drying, tlie pencils are hcat^ in a fur¬ 
nace at about 150° C. 

(D) It will be seen from the above that in the case of .stone .slates and 
stone slate pencils there is practically jio manufacturing involved, where¬ 
as in the case of metal .slates and tlie second and third types of pencils, 
the manufaeturijig jirocess is not very tomplieatad or eumbcnscmc. 

9. (a) It has not been po.Sfdb]e with tlie availa.ble statistical data to 
estimate with any measure of accuracy the indi- 
Estlmated domestic genoos aunual roqum>raent.s of slates and slate 
temand. liciiciJs of all type.s. However, .a.s these articles 

arc mainly used by students at the primary stage of their education, 
fip]>ro,\'iraato estimates can be made. The Mini.stry of Industry and 
8npply has estimated that tlu-re are about 1 crore of children receiving 
primary education in the country and on the ba.sl:- of 2 slates ])cr head, the 
estimated present demand for flie current year would amount to 2 croros 
of slatas. It was, liowever, argued at the public inquiry that, in view of 
the introduction of compulsory primary education in tJie various Provinooa 
and schemes for adult edneatiou, the demand for slates was much in exce.ss 
of 2 crores. The indu.stry stressed the fact that the total produc.tion at 
present of all types of ,s]atc.s wa.s about erores and that practically all 
this qu.antity was consumed in the country. We have carefully examined 
this question and consider that, as the import of slates is negligible, the 
present production of 31 crores approximately indicate,s the demand for 
1949. In view of the .schemes for progressive espaimiou of compulsory 
primary education, and adult literacy cainpaigns, combined with the lack 
of import.s, we consider that there is scope for the indigenous demand to 
increase in 1950 and 1951 to 4 crores and 41 croro.s respectively. 

(b) In the case of slate pencils, the Ministry of Industry and Supply 
hn.s estimated the demand to be double the quantity of .slates. The demand 
for slates luiviiig been e»stimalc<l at 3-1 erores for 1949, the demand for slate 
])onciIs, on tlie al;ove basis, would work out to 7 crores. But the industry 
consirhu'cd lh«t tliis (.’siiDiate was loo low, in view of the fact that there 
was already a total prodnetiou of 20 crores per annum. It wa.s, therefore, 
urged that tlic eeiisuiiipfifin of .slate pencils should be estimated in the 
nropni'tion of 10 slate pencils for every slate. If this .proportion was 
accepicd, tlie demand for slate pencils in 1949 would amount to 35 crores. 
We ('Onsidei' tlitU, tliis cslhimk' is loo high, and tlia.t the existing production 
should be taken in thi.s ca,s<! also as the I'e.-.i's for dei!;;.:ii!l fov the i ■\n-eiit 
year. Tliu.s ilie deiuaufl I'jr sl^vic Ti-euci's in lt)19 would be 20' crores an;], 
in 1950 and 1951, 24 crores an.d 27 croi'cs, respectively. 
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10. (a) Slates : The Ministry of Industry and Supply has esti¬ 

mated the annual production capacity of slate 
Doaiestlc Production. factories at 3.86 crore slates and their present 
production at 2.47 erores. These figures were 
disputed by the industry. Tt was pointed out that the capacity of the 
industry could not be properly assessed as it was flexible and depended 
on the quantum of demand each year. As regards the estimate o:^ 
present production, it was stated to be much below the actual output 
in 1948. Production in the rKurnool District alone, in 1948, was about 
2.6 erore.s, while in the other centres, namely, Kund, Delhi, Bijapur 
and Ateli, it i.s estimated to be about one crore. The total production, 
therefore, would amount to about 31 erores. We have carefully examin¬ 
ed thi.s figure and accepted this. There is ample scope for the industry 
to expand, as large styiplies of raw materials are available and it js 
therefore e.xpected that .production will be considerably increased during 
the three nt.xt years. 

(b) Slate Fendh : The Ministry of Industry and Supply has 
stated tiiat the annual production capacity of slate pencil factories was 
12.51 erores and that their actual production last year was 10.25 erores. 
The industry considered that this estimate was not correct, since the 
actual production was 20 erores of slate pencils, which were actually 
consumed in the country. We agree with this view and accept the 
estimate oi' 20 erores as the quantity of slate pencils manufactured in 
India in (ho year 1948. 

11. The eonsemsns of opinion is that the quality of the indigenous 

slates and .slate pencils compares favoutrahly 
Quail y cl (ho indigenous with that of the imported products- Tlie lirst 
products. (luality indigenous dates are considered to be 

!;; grrifl as the imported ones. There is, howovi'r, 
eonsidorable scope for improvement and it would be advi.sable for the 
iiidustr'/ to undertake research and obtain technical infonnatiou in regard 
to the methods of manufacture in other countries, which produce slate 
and slate pencils of a superior quality. 

12. (a) Imports : Statistics regarding imports of slates and slate 

imneils are not separately shown in the .^.nnual 
impoit-anU i’uport cor- Statement of the Sea-borne Trade, hut they arr; 
trol policy. included under the general heading of ‘‘Station¬ 

ery—Other sorts”. Reprcsentative.« of the in- 
ilui iry ii,'', .elated tl at ii- pre-war t ear.s, -itoue s!at(‘s and slate uencils 
uFcd to bo iin])orl('d uiainly from Germany, Portugal, Italy and Japan 
and that, at present, imports were not expected from Germany and 
Japan. Meial sh'iTCS used to be imported from Germany and France, 
ami to some extent, from Italy and -Tapan. The Collectors of Customs 
P.omhay, Madras and Calcutta, have furnished the values of slates and 
.‘-'late jicncils imported during the hist three years which are shown in 
A[)pondi-v A. It Avjll he seen that ibioorts of slates drn'ing the last 
three years fell to such an extent that in 1948-49 the value was Ics.s than 
40 per eent of tiud in 1!)46 47. while in the case of pencils, there was no 
import in 1948 49. 
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(b) Import Control Policy. Imports from (sterling and soft currency 
countries are subject to monetary ceiling ; no import licences are grant¬ 
ed for imports from dollar and hard currency areas. 

13. Slates and slate pencils are being exported to Pakistan, Ceylon, 

Burma, Malaya and South Africa. Statistical 
Exports. data regarding the quantity and value of such 

exports are, however, not available. As the 
quality of indigenous products is improving and as the industry has a 
large potential capacity, there is scope for developing the export market. 
We consider that the industry should take steps to explore the possibili¬ 
ties of exports to foreign countries. And Government^ should, through 
their Trade Commissioners abroad, assist the industry in this respect. 

14. '.Slates are not classified separately in the Indian Customs Tariff. 

They are assessed under item 45, which relates 
to stationery etc. Slate pencils are assessed 
under item 30(8), but no distinction is made 
between stone slate pencils and other types. The 
the Indian Customs Tariff (29th issue), are 


Existing rates ol duty. 


relevant extracts from 
reproduced below;— 


Item 

No. 


45 


30(8) 


Name of article 


Nature |StandaTd; 
of rate of 
duty 1 duty 


Articles made of Paper and 
Papier Macho; Stationery 
including drawing and 
copy hooka, labels, ad¬ 
vertising circulars, sheet 
or card almanacs and ca¬ 
lendars, Christmas, Kastor 
and other cards, includ¬ 
ing cards in booklet forms; 
including also waste 
paper*. 


Slate pencils 


Reve¬ 

nue, 


Reve¬ 

nue. 


Pr iferential rate of duty 
if the article is the 
pr rduco or manufacture 
of 


30% 
ad valo- 


Do. 


The 

A. Br. 

Burma 

U. K. 

Colony 

' 


. , 

" * 

12% 
ad valo- 



rem^ 

•• 


Do. 


Dura¬ 
tion of 
protec¬ 
tive 

rates of 
duty. 


rZr.toJilS. 3 .» no. vrta.,n, k. a, «m™i of .ny pnaM 

agency, are exempt from payment of import duty- 

LS21TBB 
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15. A statement showinjif the recent e.i.f. prices of slates and slate 

pencils is given in Appendix XT (a) and (b). 
c. 1, f. price and landed These prices relate only to slates and slate 
pencils made of stone. No data are available 
regarding metal and other types of slates and 
slate pencils. It was agreed at the public inquiry that the latest landed 
cost of .stfnje s'ates of size S" X 6" should be taken for the purpose 
of compansoii with the fair selling price of the indigenous product of 
similar quality. As there have been no imports of stone slate pencils 
during 1948-4(1, it lias not been possible to compare the e.i.f. price of 
the imported article with the fair selling price of the indigenous pro¬ 
duct. 

16. The Board’s Cost Accounts Officer visited Markapur to examine 

the eo.sts of production of slates and slate 
Estimate ot costs o{ peneMs made of stone. He also visited Mos-srs, 
priemf****” selling Ogjale Glass Works. Ltd., Karad, for costing 

- ■ metal slates made from mild steel sheets. 

(1) ^fenc xlaten : (a) In Markapur dilTerent sizes of slate,s are 
manufactured out of which 3 sizes viz., 9" X 7", 8" X 6" and 7" X 5" 
are common. The most represent.otive size is 8" X 6". Owing 
to lack of cost records and statistics, it has not been possible to work 
out costs for all size.s and kinds of stones used in the manufacture of 
slates. Consequently, costs for 8" X 6" stone slates only have been 
estimated. In addition, it has been ascertained that the slates made 
from the first quality stone stand close comparison with those of im¬ 
ported slates. Consequently, costs have been estimated for the first 
quality stone slates onl,y. Three factories were .selected ftSf costing, 
viz., 


(i’' High Star 'Machine Slates Factory, Markapur; 

(ii) Madhay Slate Industries, Markapur; and 

(iii) Indo Machine Slate Works, Markapur; 

Madhav Slate Industries is run on a cottage basis.' the slates being 
made by band while the other two are larger units operating wifh 
machines. 

(b) In order to arrive at the cost of production of stone slates, we 
have allowed interest on working capital at 4 per cent, on four months’ 
cost of production and return at 10 per cent, on the gross block. 

(c) Since all the slates produced are not of the first quality, neces¬ 
sary aclin-stments have been made for price difference between the first 
and second quality slates. Provision has also been made for loss due 
to breakage in packing. 
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(d) The fair selling price calculated for one dozen slates, 8" X 6" 
size, after making necessary provision for the above items, is given below :— 


Statement {.howing estimated cost of production and fair selling price 
per dozen of first quality stone slates of size 6" X 8" in 1949. 


Name of factory 

High Star 
Moob^ine Slate 
Factory 

Madhav Slate 
Industries 

The Indo 
Machine Slate 
Works. 

How worked 

Machine 

Manual Labour 

Machine 

Year of establishment 

1946 

1945 

1941 

Daily output in do 2 en 8 

160 

60 

240 


Bs. as. 

PS. 

Rs. as. ps. 

Bs. as. ps. 

1. Kaw materials — 









(a) Slate stones 

0 15 

4 

1 

1 

6 

0 12 11 

(6) Frames 

1 2 11 

1 

2 

9 

1 

1 

S 

(ej Other materials, glue, nails, etc, .. 

0 1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

Total 

2 3 

3 

2 

4 

6 

1 

14 

6 

2. Power and Fuel 

0 1 

2 




0 

1 

0 

3. Labour 

0 7 

2 

0 11 

4 

0 

4 

4 

4. Repairs and Maintenance 

0 1 

0 

0 

0 

9 

0 

1 

1 

6. Consumable Stores .. .. 

0 1 

2 

0 

0 

9 

0 

1 

0 

0. Establishment — 









(a) Salaries of Offloera 

0 0 

11 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

10 

(d) Other charges .. 

0 0 

7 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

6 

7. Depreciation .. .. .. 

0 0 

9 




0 

0 

6 

8. Miscellaneous Expenses — 





1 




(a) Stationery, Printing and Postage 

0 0 

2 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

2 

(b) Advertisement .. 

0 1 

3 

0 

1 

2 

0 

1 

0 

(c) Travelling expenses 

0 1 

3 

0 

1 

5 

0 

1 

0 

id) General charges 

0 6 

9 

0 

7 

1 

0 

6 

6 

9. Packing charges 

0 4 

2 

0 

3 

8 

0 

3 

a 

10. Selling expenses 

0 1 

2 

0 

1 

9 

0 

1 

0 


3 14 

9 

4* 

3 

7 

3 

6 

1 

11. Interest on working capital .. 

0 0 10 

0 

0 11 

0 

0 

9 

12. Return on fixed capital 

0 1 

9 

0 

X 

8 

0 

X 

7 

13. Fair selling price'to producer 

4 1 

4 

4 

6 

2 

3 

7 

a 

14. Adjustment for difference in p:ice 









between 1st and 2nd quality 

0 2 

6 

0 

1 

7 

0 

3 

2 


4 3 

9 

4 

7 

9 

8 10 

7 

lu. Provision at 5% loss for breakage in 









transit .. .. 

0 3 

7 

0 

3 

9 

0 

3 

1 

16. Fair selling price to producer for 1st 









quality slate .. ■. ■. 

1 4 V 

4 

4 

11 

6 

3 13 

8 
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(2) Sione slate pencils ; Three types of pencils are manufaetmed 
at Markapur : 

(i) 5iin. (13 cms.) thin; 

(ii) hi™. (13 cms.) thick; and 

(iii) 7iin. (18 cms.) thick. 

The estimated cost of production and fair selling price per case of 
slate pencils are as follows ;— 

statement showing estimated cost of production and fair selling price 
per case of stone slate pencils in 1949. 


Length of pencil 

(13 cms.) 

5i" (13 cms.) 

7i' (18 cms.) 

No. of pencils per case 

CjOOO 

6,000 

2,600 

Size of pencils 

Thin 

Thick 

Thick 


Rs. as. ps. 

Rs. as. ps. 

Rs. as. ps. 

1. Materials—slate pencils .. 

12 8 0 

18 0 0 

11 8 0 

2. Packing charges— 




(a) materials 

5 9 1 

6 9 1 

3 15 11 

(6) labour 

1 6 4 

1 6 4 

0 13 0 

3. Establishment— 




(a) salaries of officers 

0 3 10 

0 3 10 

0 2 4 

(J) other charges .. 

0 1 11 

0 1 11 

0 12 

4. lliscollaneoUB Expenses— 




(a) stationery, printing and postage .. 

0 0 3 

0 0 3 

0 0 2 

(6) advertisement •.. 

0 1 1 

0 1 1 

0 0 8 

{r) travelling expenses 

0 1 C 

0 16 

0 0 11 

(i) general expenses 

0 8 6 

0 8 6 

0 7 4 

6 . Selling expenses 

0 19 

0 19 

0 1 1 

Total . 

20 9 3 

26 1 3 

17 2 7 

6 . Interest on working capital • 

0 4 6 

0 6 7 

0 3 8 

7. Return on fixed capital 

0 10 0 

0 12 8 

0 8 4 

Total 

21 7 8 

27 3 6 

17 14 7 

8 . Provision at 6% for loss in breakage 

1 2 1 

1 6 11 

0 14 7 

9. Fair selling price to producer .. 

22 9 9 

28 10 6 

18 13 £ 



(3) Meial slates : The cost of production of metal slates at Ogale 
Glass [Works is given in the statement below:— 

OGALE GLASS WOEKS LTD., EA.EAD. 

Statement shovnng estimated cosf of production and fair selling price 
for 100 meted slates in 1949. 
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(d) other materiab (acid) .. | .. lO-Ifil .. ; .. i 0 25 j .. ' .. ; 0-33 .. • .. | 0-45 1 | .. I 0-50 ! .. ■ 0-11 
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17, (a) Siaies {stone and metal) : The latest e.i.f. price including 

landing charges of six dozen stone slates wasi 

Comparison between fair Us. 33-5-9. There were no imports of metal slates 
soiling price and landed in 1948-49, but their e.i.f. prices are expected 

to be higher. A detailed statement of the e.i.f. 
prices is given in Appendix .XI(a). The figure 
of Es. 83-5-9 was accepted at the public inquiry, as it related to the 
latest consignment imported: in Jani^y 1949. The following table 
.show,s the lauded cost of the imported slate and the estimated fair selling 
prices of indigenous stone and metal slates per ease of six dozens 

Rs. as. ps. 

(i) Ijandcd cost, ex duty, of stone slates .. 33 5 3 

(ii) Indigenoti.s fair selling price of stone slates 28 5 0 

(iii) Tiuligenons fair selling price of metal slates 35 5 6 

.4 comparison of the costs of production with the landed cost, without 
duty, shows that indigenous costs are below those of the landed cast 
without dutj'; if the duty at the existing rate of 30 per cent, is added, 
file landed cost of tlie imported article will be Rs. 43-5-11. The position 
as regards metal .slate.s is not likely <o he materially different. _ Indige¬ 
nous slates liuve, therefore, at present an advantage over the imported 
rues in resiiect of price and do not require support by a protective 
duty. Further, it is unlikely that the existing revenue duty of 30 per 
cent, ad valorrm will he reduced in the near future. 

(hi S.laifi pencils ; There has been no import of slate pencils in 
1948-49. It is," therefore, not possible to measure the extent of protec¬ 
tion required for shile T’cncils. We, however, consider that the present 
revenue duty of 30 per eent. ad valorem, which i.s unlikely to he reduced 
in the near‘future, is also sufficient to safeguard the manufacturers of 
slate pencils, 

18. (a) Slates are not classified separately in the Customs Tariff 

Schedule and are, at present, assessed under 
Proposed classincation of ifem 45. which relates to Stationery etc. _ We 
the Tariff Schedule. recommend that tbis item should he split as 

under so that it may be possible to watch tha 
extent of competition, if any, offered by foreign countries:— 

Item 45 Articles made of Paper and Papier Mache; Statione^, 
inclndijig drawing and copy books', labels, advertising cir¬ 
culars, sheet or card almanacs and calendars, Christmas. 
Pastor and other cards, including cards in booklet forms; 
incliiding also waste paper, hut excluding slates, all sorts. 

Item 45(a) Slates, all sort.s. 

(b) We, further recommend that, in future, separate statistics of 
imports and exports '-henlel l e niai I'ained <and .shown in ibe Sea-borne 
Trade Wlatisties as below;— 

(i) Slates :— 

(a) Stone 
(bl M'ctal 

(e) Other sorts; and 
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(ii) Slate pencils -.— 

(a) Stone. 

(b) Other sorbs. 

19. (a) The industry has asked for a complete ban on imports in 
addition to any protection that might he grant- 
ProtecMon or assistance ed, on the ground that indigenous production 

asked lor by the Industry was sufficient to meet the entire Indian demand. 

““ Board’s recom- As already stated in paragraph 17, the landed 
men at ons. ^1^^ imported slate is higher than the 

fair selling price of the indigenous article. 
Further, there is no immediate danger of serious foreign competition, 
as no imports are allowed from dollar and hard currency areas and 
imports from soft curtrency areas are subject to monet)airy ejeilingp. 
We are therefore unable to recoinuK'ud levy of a protective duty or a 
total ban on imports. Since the entire needs of the Indian Dominion can 
be met by the manufacturers, v.c ree<;miii<>nd lhat, so long as- the policy 
of licensing imports has to be continued for balance of payment consi¬ 
derations, the desirability df maintaining and expanding indigenouig 
production of slate and slate pencils should be kept in view and the 
quantum of imports regulated accordingly. 

(b) Following are the other forms of assistance asked for by the 
industry:— 

(1) High priority for rail transport of the finished goods, espe¬ 

cially during the school re-opening months; 

(2) Concessional freight rates for transport by rail of raw mate¬ 

rials to the factories and of linisheij goods to big consum¬ 
ing centres like Bombay, Calcutta and Madras; 

(3) Facilities at the loading stations for the despatch of small 

consignments of slates and slate pencils; 

(4) Adequate supply of petrol and crude oil; 

(5) Use of slates and slate pencils in Government offices in place 

of paper, wherever this is possible and economical. 

(e) The Markapur Slate Manufacturers’ Association have lasked 
for the following additional assistance:—■ 

(i) Lease to the Association or to the co-operative organisations 
of the manufacturers of Government land in Markapur 
and its neighbourhood, where slate stone depo-sits are found, 
or arrangement by the Government of Madras for the 
quarrying of slate stone mines and distribution from a 
central place of the raw stone at a uniformly low rate; 

(ii) Reduction of royalties payable to owners or lessees of slate 

stone mines; 

(iii) Facilities by the Forest Department of the Government of 

Madras for the supply of the required types of won,d and 
ready-made frames from forests adjacent to Markapur or 
'from Malabar either through the Markapur Association or 
on a co-operative basL?; 
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(iv) Supply of elecfrie power by the GoYemment of Madras from 

Vijayavada or Kiirnool; 

(v) Establishment of a small section of the Provincial Develop¬ 

ment Department at Marhapur to guide and organise the 

industry. 

(d) The metal slate manufacturers have asked for the following 
further assistance;— 

(1) Pefund of import duty on imported raw materials; 

(2) Adequate supply of iron and M.S. steel sheets 24, 26 and 28 

S.W.G. and also of other raw materials. 

(e) As regards the industry’.s request for railwa.y priorities, we 
have been informed by the Director of Industries & Commerce. Madras, 
that so far as Madras is concerned, slates and slate pencils are placed in 
category II during the school re-opening season and in category IV 
during the off-season and that the manufacturers in Marbapur are 
satisfied with these prioritie,s. We have also been as-sured by the Direc¬ 
tor that the Regional Controller of Railway Priorities, Madras, will help 
the industry in regard to any transport difficulty experienced in the 
movement of timber from M€alal)ar and Mysore. We recommend that 
these facilities should be continned and the same priority for movement 
as in the Madras Province should be given to the manufacturers in other 
Provinces. 

(f) So far as the suppl.\' of petrol and oil is concemed, we consider 
that in viev' of the small quantities required by the industry, the 
Provincial Governments ooncerned should render the necessary assist¬ 
ance m the matter. 

(g) We consider that in view of the shortage of paper in the 
country, greater use of slates and slate pencils should be made by the 
Central and Provincial Governments. We recommend that the use of 
indigenous slatG,s and slate pencils in schools should be encouraged, as 
far as possible, by the variou.s Directors of Public Instruction. 

(hi The nnestion of lease of land and payment of royalties in the 
Kurnool District raises difficult problems since most of the land in this 
District is located in Plamindari area-s. It has been represented to us 
that a sum of Rs. 6l- ner cartload i.s collected by suppliers of stone from 
the slate niaunfaoturcrs by way of royalty, although the royalty payable 
to Government by the mine owners or mine lessees works out to only 
about six annas. So far as the Zamindari mines are concerned, the Zamindar 
is at liberty to charge anvamount, he choo.ses for releasing stone for the 
manufacture of Board is, however, advised that so long as 

the Zamindari system continues, it would be difficult to effect any change 
in this position: In regard to Government-owned lands, there is no 
control over thr charges made bv the lessees during the currency of a 
particular Ica.sc. V.'o understand that the royalty payable to Govern¬ 
ment on slate stones is i per cent, of the sale value of all slates dcs- 
p.atched from the, quarry, the dead rent, being Rs. lO]- per acre,. The 
mannfacl’arm’s, in the Kurnool District consider that non-Zamindari 
areas v/ill he able to supnly all the reuuiremonts of the slate manufac¬ 
turing iifdustry there and that some bind of direction to the lessees in 
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these areas will have a salutary eHeet en royalty charged by Zamiudare. 
We recommend that the Government ol; Madras should take necessary 
steps to help the industry in this matter. We suggest that the Govern¬ 
ment of the East Punjab should also take into consideration the require¬ 
ments of slate manufacturers when deciding questions relating to lease 
of quarries. 

(i) As regards the supply of suitable type of wood, we recommend 
that the Government of Madras should take steps to meet-the require¬ 
ments of the slate manufacturers in the' Ivurnool District by releasing 
Malabar wood through the Government Forest Department, as such an 
arrangement would be cheaper than purchase of wood by the Markapur 
Association from wholesale contractors. We suggest further that the 
Government of Madras should explore the possibilities of supply of 
wood from forests in the Kuriiool District to slate manufacturers. 

(j) The Provincial Forest Departments should undertake research 
in eo-operalion vdth the Forest Research Institute, Dehra Dun, regard¬ 
ing the availability of suitable types of wood in each Province for the 
mauufactnre of slate frames. 

(k) The question of the supply of electric energy from Vijayavada 

or Kurnool to Markapur raises difficult problems of transmission as the 
distances involved are 110 and 80 miles respectively and, consequently, 
the cost of such energy to the consumer will he very high. We have 
lieen informed further that there is no surplus energy available either 
at Vijayavada or at Kurnool. Further, the consumption of_ electricity 
in Markapur is not likely to be .sufficient to justify the high initial 
capital exiienditure. We are advised that the Markapur manufiacturers 
themselves might instal an oil engine, which will cost about Rs. 50,000 
and arrange for the generation of the small quantity of electricity 
j-equired by the industry tliere. We recommend that the Madras 
Government should give both financial and other assistance for esta¬ 
blishing and operating such a unit. . • (- • ‘ri iii ■ -nrit' 

(l) As regards the request for the establishment of a small section 

of the Provincial Development Department, wc consider that it would 
be advisable to develop this industry ou an all-India basis and, there¬ 
fore, recommend that the Directorate General of Industries & Supplies 
(Cottage Industries Directorate) should render necessary assistance for 
tlie development of this industry. , -i- 


(m) As regards supply of iron steel sheets and other raw 
materials to the metal slate manufactarers, in view of the abuhdant) 
supply of natural slate stones and shortage of indigenous steel yfe do 
not consider it desirable to make any recommendation. For the same 
reason, w6 do not recommend any refund of import duties on raw 
materials asked for by this section of the industry. t ® 

20 YIY Tt will be seen from the preceding paragraph' 'that the 
'difficulties of this industry are largely, due to 
Other rcfecmmenaatloiis. lack of a central organisation. We recommend 
■f that the industry should form an All India 

• ^ ot, r,v<T-iiiisation will enable the manufacturers to 

organisation. Such an organisation Provincial 

co-ordinate their efforts and unitedly approach the Central, Piovmciai 
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and State Governments. Such au institution should also collect statis¬ 
tical data regarding production, imports, etc., and distribute these and 
other useful information to its members. 

(2) We have been impressed in the course of our inquiry by the 
fact that, except in the ease of the metal slate factories and a few stone 
slate factories, the slate and slate pencils industry is essentially a 
cottage industry. An industry of this type is generally developed by 
organising it on co-operative lines. We, therefore, recommend that the 
industry and the Provincial Governments concerned should encourage 
the organisation of the different nnits on co-operative lines for the 
production and marketing of its products. 

(3) We have already pointed out in paragraph 11 that there is 
considerable scope for improving the quality of the indigenous slates 
and slate pencils. We, therefore, recommend that manufacturers should 
approach the Indian Standards Institution, New Delhi, with a view to 
evolving proper standards. 

(4) We recommend that the .Geological Sttyvey of India should 
undertake a survey to explore new sources of slate stone deposits and 
classify them according to their ‘quality. 

(5) This industry offers suitable scope for giving employment to 
“Displaced Persons”. We recommend that fhe Central Govefumenfi 
should explore the possibility of settling such persons in areas where 
the industry is largely localised. 

21. Our conclusions and recommendations arc summarised as 
Summary of conoluslons follows; 
and recommondatlous. 

(i) In view of fhc general terms of reference, we have decided 
that the inquiry should cover slates and slate pencils made not only 
from slate-stone but also from other materials [Paragraph 4(b)]. 

'(ii) The present production p,f 3][ crores of all types of sjates 
approximately indicates the demand for the year 1949 and there i^ 
scope for the demand to increase to 4 crores and 4| crores in 1950 and 
1951 respectively, [Paragraph 9(a)]. 

(iii) The present production of 20 crores of slate pencils repre¬ 

sents the demand for the current year (1949) and would increase to 
24 crores and 27 crores in 1950 and 1951 respectively. |[Paragraph 
9(b)]. . : r ■ ■ ) 

(iv) The quality of the indigenous slates and slate pencils compares 
favourably with ,that of the imported products. As, however there is 
considerable scope for improvement, it would be advisable for the indus¬ 
try to undertake research and obtain technical information in regard 
to the methods of manufacture in other countries which produce slate 
and slate pencils of a superior quality. [Paragraph 11], 

(v) The industry should take steps to explore the possibilities of 
exports to foreign countries and' Govef^nhieinti shlonld, t)h|r|o|!ci|gli Ithefi* 
Trade Commissioners abroad, assist the i}idu,stry in this respec^t, itPara* 
Ijraph 13]. 
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(vi) The costs of production oi stoiu; (first quality) and metal 
slates are lower than the landed cost ex-duty of impoited stone slal':;. 
'The c.i.f, price of metal slates is expected to !)e higher. If the duty 
at the existing rate of 30 per^ cent is added, the iaiuhid cost of tht; 
imported article would be still higher. Pnd igenoujs slates, f here fore, 
do not require support by a protective duty. [Paragraph 17(a)]. 

(vii) The present revenue duty of 30 per cent ad vuloian is sn u- 
eient to safeguard the manufacturers of shite pencils. iParaaraph 17- 
(b)]. 

(viii) “mates, all sorts’’ should he cla,‘willed separately as iUni 
45(a) 'in the Indian Customs Tariff. Further, separate statistic.';] of 
imports and exports of slates and slate pencils should, in futuie, ie 
maintained and shown in the Sea-borne Trade Statistics, as indicated in 
paragraph IS(h). [Paragraph 18]. 

(ix) Although the industry has asked for a complete ban on im¬ 
ports, Ave are unable to recommend the same. Bo long as the t'oli'iy 'd’ 
licensing imports has to be continued for baiaiice of payment considei;:- 
tions, tbo desirability of unaintaining and expanding indigenou.: produc¬ 
tion of slates a.nd slate pencils should be kept in view and the quantum 
of imports regulated accordingly. (Paragraph 19(a)]. 

(x) The railway priority accorded to the industr-- in Madras should 
be continued and similar assistance should be extended to manufactui'ers 
in other Provinces. [Paragraph 19(e)]. 

(xi) The Provincial Governments com'erned should render manu¬ 
facturers the necessary assistance in the matter of supply of petrol and 

oil. [Paragraph 19(f)]. 

(xii) In view of the shortage of paper, greater me of slato.s and 
slate pencils should be made by the Central and Provincial Govern¬ 
ments. The use of indigenous slates and slate laenods in seln ols sliould 
be encouraged, as far as possible, by the A-arious Directors of Public 
Ihstriiction. [Paragraph 19(g)]. 

(xiii) The Government of Madras should take necessary steps to 
help the industry in the Kurnool District regardinsr securing of leases 
c.f mines and reduction of royalties. The Government of the East 
Punjab should also take into consideration the rcquiremerits of slate 
manafaetureirs when ‘decidingi qu^estidns relating to lease of quarries. 
[Paragraph 19(h)]. 

(xiv) Tlie Government of Madras should take steps to meet the 
requirements of manufacturers in the Kurnool District by releasing suitable 
types o.f Avoed .through the Government Forest Department. Further, 
the Govermncht of Madras should explore the po.ssibilitics of supply 
of Avood from fore.sts in the Kurnool District. [PaTagraph 19 (i)]. 

(xv) The Provincial Forest Departments should undertake research 
in co-operation witli the Forest Research Institute, Debra Dun, regarding 
the availability of suitable types of wood in each Proyinec, for the 
manufacture of slate frames. [Paragraph 19(j)]. 
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(xvi) The Madras Govcruincnt should give both fiiiaiiciul aucl other 
assistance for establishing and operating an clectricfty generatiag plant 
at Markapur. [Paragraph 19 (k)]. 

(xvii) As it would be advisable to develop the industry on an All- 
India basis, tJie Directorate General of Industries and Supplies (Cottage 
Industries Directorate) should render necessary assistance for its deve- 
lopnu’nt. [Paragraph 19(1)]. 

(viii) In view of the abundant supply of natural slate stones and 
shortage of indigenous steel, we do not consider it desirable to make any 
recommendation regarding the supply of iron and steel .sheets and other 
raw materials to the metal slate manufacturers. We do not also recom¬ 
mend refund of customs duties on raw materials imported by metal 
slate manufacturers. [Paragraph l9(m)]. 

(xix) ,.'|'ho industry should form an All-India organisation and tiie 
organisation should collect statistical data regarding production, imports, 
etc., and distribute these and other useful information to its members. 
[Paragraph 20(1)]. 

(xx) The industry and the Provincial Governments concerned should 
encourage the organisation of the different slate and slate pencil manu¬ 
facturing units on co-operative lines for the production and marketing 
of its jiroduets. [Paragraph 20(2)]. " 

(xxi) The manufacturers should approach the Indian Standards! 
Institution, New Delhi, with a view to evolving proper standards. 
[Paragraph 20(^)]. 

(x.xii) The Geological Survey of India should undertake a /survey 
to explore nmv source.s of slate stone deposits and classify them accord¬ 
ing to their quality. [Paragraph 20(4)]. 

(xxiii) The Central. Government should explore the possiliility of 
settling “Displaced Persons” in areas where the industry is largely 
localised, 'Paragraph 20(5)]. 
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APPENDIX t 
(Vide paragraph 1) 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
MINISTRY OF COMMERCE 

New Delhi, the 2Qt'h March 1948,' 

RESOLUTION 

Tariffs 


No. 1-T(4)I48.—In pursuance of paragraphs 2 and 7 of their Resolution 
in the Department of Commerce No. 218-T(55)|45, dated the 3rd November 
1945, and xuiragraph 4 of their Resolution bearing the same number dated 
the 16th February 1946, the Government of India have decided to refer to 
the Tariff Board for investigation applications for assistance or protection 
received from the following industries:— 

(i) Plastic goods including moulding power used in the manufacture 

thereof, 

(ii) Glas.s and glassware including bangles. 

fiii) Slate and Slate Pencils, and 

(iv) Hydraulic Brake Fluid. 

2. In conducting the enquiries, the Board will be guided by the principles 
laid down in p.-nagraph 5 of the Resolution dated 3rd November 1945, referred 
to in paragraph 1 above. 

3. Firm.s or persons intere.stcd in any of these industries or in industries 
dependent on Die use of tbe.se article.s, who de.sire that their view.s should 
be con.sidered by the Tariff Board, .should address their representations to 
the Seeret.ary to Ihc Board, Contractor Building, Ballard Estate, Nicol Road, 
Bombay 1 


S. RANGANATHAN, 
Joint Secretary to the Government of India, 
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APPENDIX II. 

[Vide paragraph 3j. 

List of fii’jos or bodies to whom Board’s ijuestionnaires were issned and 
those who replied to the questionnaire or sent memoranda. 

•Those Aviic replied to the questioimaire or sent memoranda. 

**Those wl;o sent the rated capacity form only. 

***Thosc who, are not interested. 

A. PRODUCERS : 

*1. Baiutalore Enamels, Paints and Chemicals Ltd., “Varuna”, 10th 
j'diii” Road. ItLille.swaram, Bangalore. 

*2. ISiieq'hot Slate and Tile Works, Bagalk^t, Bgapur District. 

.l. Blijirotii Commsea al Syndicate, Felix Pai Bazar, Mangalore (S. 

1 ndial. 

**• 4 , K. 11. Bhiindarh Mechanical. Electrical Engineer and Boiler ins- 
peelor, Tungahhadra Industries, Kurnool (S. India), 
llhavtu Indri.-trial Slate Works, Markapur, Kurnool District. 

*■6. I’kanit Pencils, 12, Bombay Road, Poona 3. 

***■ 7 . Bihar Engineers Syndicate, Lakshmi Kutir, Anisabad, Patna. 

**8. lioinbay Slate l-'actory, Markapur, Kurnool District. 

*ti. Capital Indiiitries Ltd., Sarai Rohilla, Delhi. 

**'10. Dcy Chemical IVorks, 4. Ra.ta Radhakanto, Deb Lane, P.O. Hat- 
Ifhola, Calcutta.. 

1.1. Diiviiond Mheliiiiery Manufacturing Works, Bezwada. 

12. Export and Import .Agency, Naya Bazar, Delhi. 

*.13. Fre(' India Slate Company, Oollengal Buildings, L.J. Road, Dadar, 

Pe'uhay. 

.14.' The Colden S'r.L Works. House No. 9254|55, Nai Basti, Bara Hindu 
liac, Delhi, 

**i.5. ITigii Star M t'l.iue S!a':e Factory, Markapur, Kurnool District. 

*10, Itolliar Slate Wovk -. P'.O. Piplia (B.B. & C.I.Ry.), Near Noe- 
much, Via Rallani (Madhya Bharat Union). 

'*•17. Ii'd -Mifcluiu! Si ■((• Works, P.O. Markapur, Kurnool District. 

**18. lud'Sij Nat’onal Slate Industries, Markapur, Kurnool District. 

*1.9. Insliyi.i T’(-.ueil V.vlni, Aramgarh (U.P.). 

**21h .Teevan Slate Works, Markapur, Kurnool District. 

*21. Sri II. V. .Tosdi', (lovernment Slates Mines Le.ssee, Markapur, 
Kr.riiool Distviet. 

*22. Kariii Rain .aad Brn^bers, R.S. Kund, Via Rewari (B.B.&C.I. 
Rty.). 

***2‘’. Provabati Biiuling Works,'' 14, Sovaram Bysack Street, Burrobazai, 
Calcutta. 

*24. Shrec Laxmi Slate Works, Kaladgi, Bijapnr District. 

Mnlianandii ivrra, Slate Work.s. Markapur, Kurnool District. 

20. The Marlr.apair Slate, Works, Markapur, KurnOol District. 

27. S S. Melligeri, B.Com., Income-Tax Practitioner, Bagalkot, Bijapnr 
Dislriet, 
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••28. Murnli Krishna Slate Works, •Markapnr, KurnOol District. 

29. National Slate Co., No. 2, Markardale Road, Kadamtola, Howrah. 

30. New Golden Slate Works, Kabari Bazar, Moti Khan, Delhi. 

*31. Ogale Glass Works, Ltd., Ogalewadi (Aundh State), Salara Dis¬ 
trict. 

**•32. Oriental Distributors, 167-B, Dharamtala Street, Calcutta. 

*•*33. Pearl Slate Company, Chopra Road, East Santa Ctuz, Bombay 25. 
*•34. Prabhakara Slate Works, Car Street, Markapnr, Kumool District. 
**35. Rayalaeima Slate Works, Markapur, Kurnool District. 

•3C, The Sarada Industries, Vijayavada, (S. India), 

•37. Shri Saraswati Slate Works, Lokkapur (Mudhol State). 

•38. Sri G. Seshachela Sastry. Sivaleyam St., Markapur, Kurnool Dis¬ 
trict. 

39. 1>. S. Sethi and Co., Post Box No. 124, New Delhi. 

40. M. A. Slatewalla, 105, Bhajipala Lane, Bombay 3 
••41. Umamaheshwar Slate Works, Markapur, Kumool District. 

*42. I'niversal Steel Slate Factory, 527, Pati Ram St., Delhi. 

**43. Western India Slate Company, P.O. Markapur, Kurnool District. 

B. IMPORTERS : 

1. Cliandoolal B. Modi and Co. Ltd., 18!13, Dover Lane, Ballygungc, 
P.O. Rash Behari Avenue, Calcutta. 

*2, Chandru Trading Company, East Santa Cruz, Bombay 25, 

*3. Chandulal M. Shah, Kapasia Bazar, Haridas Acharatlal Maiket, 
Ahmedabad. ' 

4. Sheo Narayanlal Hari Narayanlal Chaudhry, Nongola, Lai Baboo 
Chaudhury Road, Patna City. 

*5. K. M. Dohadwalla, Sutar Chawl, Bombay 2. 

6. Feroze-ud-din Mobd. Shafii, 58, Canning Street, Calcutta. 

•7. Sha Sonmull Indarmull, 102 Narayana Mudaly St., Madras 1. 

*8. Sha Harakchand Misrimul, 125, Nyniappa Naick Street, Madras 3. 
*9. Mohumedally Abdulally, 75-77, Bbusari Mohalla, Bombay 3. 

10. The National Economic Store, Sylhet P.O. (Assam). 

11. Navnitlal Manila! Shah, Dalhnipole Jagabhai’s Street,* Ahmedabad. 

12. S. G. P^tel, Gandhipole, Markapnr. 

•13, Sha Thilokehand Poosajee, 6 Narayana Mudali St., Madras 1. 

14. V. C. Ramalingam and Sons, 21422, Mint St., Madras. 

15. G. "V. Sanmukh and Sons, Vithal Building, Miraj. 

•16. Sreekishandas Banshilal and Company, 44 Armenian St- Calcutta 

17. Sha Ileeraji Vaneehand, 104, Narayana Mudali St., Madras 1, 

18. Volkart Brothers, Post Box No. 25, Madras. 

C. OTHERS (Consumers, Government Departments etc.): 

1. Director of Industries and Commerce, Kanpur (U.P.). 

*2. Director of Industries and Commerce, Madras. 

*3. Dish'ici Industries Officer, Kurnool, (S. India). 

L82ITBB 
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4. B. R. Sharma, Consulting Economist, “Panohkuti’', 68, Tripure- 
swar, Nepal. ^ 

••*5, A. P. Narayanaswamy Naidu, Head of the Textile Departmenti 
P.S.G. and Son’s Charity Industrial Institute, Peelamedu P.O., 
Coimbatore. 

6 . Gujrat Slate Works, 102, Bhajipala Lane, Bombay 3. 

7. National Economic Store, Sylhet P.O., (Assam) 

•8. Direetoi of Public Instruction, Madras, Madras. 

*9. Direct Mr of Public Instruction, Bombay, Poona 

*10. Director of Public Instruction, West Bengal, Calcutta. 

11. Diro' tor of Public Instruction, Assam, Shillong. 

*12. Director of Public Instructions, Bihar, Patna. 

*13. Director of Public Instruction, U.P., Allahabad. 

*14. Director of Public Instruction, Orissa, Cuttack. 

*15. Director of Public Instruction, C.P., Nagpur. 

16. Director of Public Instruction, East Punjab, Simla. 

*17. Director of Education, Ajmer-Merwara, Ajmer. 

18, Director of Education, Delhi, Delhi. 

*19. District Educational Officer, Coorg, Mercara. 

D ASSOCIATIONS; 

*1. The Andhra Chamber of Commerce, Gleorge Town, Madras. 

2. The All-India Manufacturers’ Organisation, Industrial Assurance 
Building, 0pp. Churehgate Station, Fort, Bombay. 

*3. Cumbum Slate Merchants’ Association, Cumbum, Kumool District. 

4. Eiistern Chamber of Commerce, 15 Clive Road, Calcutta. 

***5. Engineering Association, of India, 102-A, Netaji Subhas Road, 
Calcutta. 

*6. Indian Chamher of Industries and Commerce, Andhra Engineering 
Co. Building, Bezwada. 

7. Mahratta Chamber of Commerce and Industries, 587|89. Shukrawar 

Petb. Tilak Road, Poona 2. 

*8, Mfiikaiiur Slate Manufacturers* lAssooiation (Regd.), Markapur,. 
Knrnool District. 

*9. Markspur Taluk Slate and Slate Pencil Workers’ Union, Markapur. 
Kurnool District. 

*10. IMurk.ipur Taluk Slate .and Slate Pencils’ Industrial Labourers and 
Manufacturers, Markapur, Knrnool District. 
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APPENDIX m 

[Vide paragraph 3(o)]. 


List of persons who attended the public inquiry on 25th March 1949 


PRODUCERS : 


1. Mr, N. J. Chowda 

.. Representing Laxmi Slate Works, Kaladgi 
(Bijapur Diett.). 

2. Mr. L. Sardari Lalji 

• • >» 

Universal Steel Slate Factory , 
627, Pati Ram Street, Delhi. 

3. Mr, M, Balaaubbiah 

* • ft 

Bombay Slate Factory, Marka* 
pur (Kumool Distt.), S. 
India. 

4, Mr. G, Khandelwal 

• • ’tf 

Holkar Slate Works, Piplia 
(Madhya Bharat Union). 

5. Mr. M. Khandelwal 

6. Mr. K. Narasimbam Gupta 

7. Mr. Subbaraidu .. ..J 

• • »» 

Banwarilal Khandelwal Piplia 
(Madhya Bharat Union). 

High Star Machine Slate Fac¬ 
tory, Markapur (Kumool 

Distt.), S. India. 

8 . Mr. N, H, Kulkami 

• ♦ 99 

Ogalo Glass Works, Ogalewadi. 

0. Mr. M. Ch. Basavaiah 

• * 99 

Rayalaclma Slate Works, Mar* 
kapur (Kumool Distt.), S. 
India. 

10. Mr, Agarwal .. 

• • 

Indian Pencil Works, Aiamgarh 
(U. P.). 

11. Mr. S. H. Devji .. 

* • » 

Saraswati Slate Works, Lok* 
kapur (Bijapur Distt.). 

12, Mr, S, Pritamsingh Sethi 

• • »» 

D. S. Sethi & Co., P. 0. Box 124, 
New Delhi. 

13. Mr. P. Patvatalu 

• • 99 

Menaka Swadeshi Slate Fac¬ 
tory, Kumbakonam (S. In¬ 
dia). 

14> Mr, Seshachela Sastry 

♦ • »> 

Free India Slate Co., C/0 S. B* 
Walawalkar, Esq., Oolenga* 
Buildings, L. J. Road, Dadar* 
Bombay 14, 

is, Mr. Vusuf Begg ,, 

* * 

Qaffar Slate Works, Matkapur 
(Kumool Distt.}, S, Indio. 
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16. Mr. Muaa Miya .. .. .. Representing Mttsoo Slate Works, Matkapur 

(Kumool Diatt.), S. India. 


17. Mr. P, Venkataaubbiah 

IMPORTERS : 

18. Mr. A. A. Baatawalla 

19. Mr. Mulchand ") 

!- 

20. Mr, Dhanraj J 

CONSUMERS : 

21. Mr. M. R, Maniar ] 

y .. 

23. Mr. C. H. Shah .. J 

23. Mr. T. K. Kar ., 

5.S0C1ATI0NS! 

24. Mr. T. Raraaohandra Rao I 

■ 

26. Jlr. P. V. Chenniah Chetty J 
OTHERS! 

26. Mr. B. V. Joshi .. .. 


Nityananda Slate Works, Mar- 
kapur (Kumool Distt.), S. 
India. 


Mohamedally Abdulally, 76.77. 
Bhusari Mohalla, Bombay 3. 

Sreekisbandas, Banshilal & Co., 
44, Armenian Street, Calcutta. 


Gujrat Slate Works, 102, Bha- 
jipala Lane, Bombay 3. 

Chandru Trading Co., East Santa 
Cruz, Bombay 25. 


Marknpur Slate Manufacturer.'!' 
Association, Marka^ur (Kur- 
nool Distt.}, 8. India, 
and 

Cumbum Slate Merchants’ As¬ 
sociation, Cumbum (Kumool 
Distt.), S. India. 


Government Slate Mines Lessee, 
Markapur (Kumool Distt.), S. 
India. 


27. Mr. J, Satyanarayana 

28. Mr. M. Shtee Venugopal .. 

29. Mr. Raghaviah ., 


Andhra Chamber of Commerce, 
Madras. 

Industrial Officer to the Rajah 
of Venkatagiri, Venkataglri 
(Kumool Distt.}, S. India. 

Markapur Talufe Blata & Slate 
Pencils Workers Union, Mar- 
kapUT (Kumool Distt.}, 
S. India. 



[Vide paragraph 5{a)]. 

Statement snowing distribution of slate and slate pencil factories in the 
Knmool District (Madras Province). 

(a) Slate factories run hy power. 
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APPENDIX V. 
fVide paragraph 5(a)] 


Statement giving the names of villages in Marhapur Taluk where slate slabs 
are split up into various sizes and sold to manufacturers for processing. 

1. Yamnalakota 

2. Cherirpeddipalli 

3. Kandivaripalli 

4. Nagulavaram 

5. Obeyapalli 

6. Meguleripalli 

7. Kaludulapadu 

8. Yenkatapuram 

9. Ganigapanta 

10. Darimgdngn 

11 . Buddapalli 

12. Ravipadu 

13. Jangamgemtla 

14. Thuramala Serum 

15. Jaganathapuram 

16. Surapalli 

17. Nathensahebpalli 

18. Tbarlcpadu 

19. Badicherla 

20. Mar iempet 

21. Yaehnnaram 

22. Naidupalli 

23. Anantavaraln 

24. Mannevaripalli 

25. Nikanampalli 

26. Devanajugattu 

27. Vemmalapet 

28. Ammanalipalli 

29. Sinarampuram 

30. Bandei'uiiagulanaram 

31. Mallamp^t, 
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AI'PENTUX VT. 

[Vide paragraph 5(a) 1. 

Statement showing annual production capacity and production for 1948-49 

of stone slates. 


(Figures in thousands) 


Serial 

No. 

Name of firm 

Province/ 

State 

Annual 

Capacity* 

Annual 

produc¬ 

tion* 

Whether 
working or 
not 

1 

.Togindra Mills, Jogindranagar 

Himachal 

Pradesh 

360 

* 


Not working 
for want of 
electricity 

2 

Shahadra Cottage Industries, 
Shahadra, 

Delhi 

43 

43 

Working 

3 

Bharat Slate Works, Amritaar 

East Pun¬ 
jab. 

639 

270 

Do. 

4 

Laxmi Slate Works, Amritsar 

Do. 

130 

259 

Do. 

5 

Amritsar Slate Factory, Amrit¬ 
sar. 

Do. 

216 

124 

Do. 

6 

Hind Industries, Chheharta .. 

Do. 

259 

130 

Do. 

7 

D. S. Sethi & Co., Kurd 

Do. 

2,692 

864 

Do. 

8 

K. R. & Bros., Kurd 

Do. 

1,296 

432 

Do. 

9 

Shree Pratap Slate & General 
Works, Kurd. 

Do. 

4,147 

618 

Do. 

10 

Loola Industries Co-operative 

Mysore 

166 

69 

Do. 


Society Ltd., Bangalore. 





11 

Tagore Industries Works, Ban¬ 
galore. 

Do. 

34 

9 

Do. 

12 

Mysore Slates Ltd., Bang iloro 

Do. 

346 

230 

Do. 

13 

Cumbum—1.5 factories 

) 


• 



Gajjalakonda—3 factories 

Biiddachcda—3 tactorio.s 

Best-wardet—3 factories 

Yashawaram’^2 factories 

I 

I 

I 

J-Madr.as 

I 

I 

I 

I 

26,784 

20,160 

Do. 


Markapur—100 factorio.s 

J 




f 

Total 

! 


36,902 

23,108 



*(Gatculated on the basis of the monthly production capacity and actual production of the 
latest month aa given by the Ministry of Industry and Supply). 


_Production of atone and motal slates in tho country, in 1948, was estimated by the 

Board at ^ crorea. vide paragraph 10 {a). 
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APPENDIX Vn. 
[Vide paragraph 5(b)]. 


Statemoiit showing annual production capacity and production for 1948-49 

of metal slates. 


(Figures in thousands) 


Serial 

No. 

Name of firm 

Province) 

State 

Annual 

capacity* 

Annual 

produc¬ 

tion* 

Whether 
working or 
not. 

1 

The Unbreakable Slate Mfg. Co., 
Delhi. 

-Delhi 

62 

62 

Working 

2 

Steel & Stone Slate Mfg. Co., 
Delhi. 

Do. 

86 

86 

Do, 

3 

Now Golden Slate Works, Delhi 

Do, 

346 

346 

Do. 

4 

Export & Import Agency, Delhi 

Do. 

173 

173 

Do. 

fi 

Jain Slate Factory, Delhi 

Do. 

86 

86 

Do. 

6 

Student Slate Mfg. Co., Delhi 

Do. 

69 

69 

Do. 

7 

Gulati & Sacbadev, Delhi 

Do. 

69 

69 

Do. 

8 

Golden Slate Works .. 

Do. 

173 

173 

Do. 

9 

Saraswati Slate and Allied In¬ 
dustries, Delhi. 

Do. 

86 

86 

Do. 

10 

Channa Metal Works, Delhi ,. 

Do. 

69 

66 

Do. 

11 

National Slate Works, Delhi .. 

Do. 

69 

65 

Do. 

12 

Banwari Lai, Delhi .. 

Do. 

173 

173 

Do. 

13 

Om Frakash Sharma ,. 

Do. 

69 

66 

Do. 

14 

Ogalc Glass Works Ltd., Ogale- 
wadi. 

Bombay 

233 

144 

Do. 

16 

Bangalore Enamels, Paints & 
Chemicals Ltd., Bangalore. 

Mysore 

Not 

known. 

Not 

known. 

Not working t or 
want of steel 
sheets. 


Total 


1,764 

1,662 



*[Oalonlated on the basis of the monthly prodnction capacity and the actual production fcr 
the latest month as given by the Ministry of Industry and Supply]. 


Notb.—P roduction of stone and metal slates in the country in 1948 was estimated by the 
Board at 3i crores, vide paragraph 10(a), 

Ij32ITBb 
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APPENDIX Vin. 
fVide paragraph 6(e) 1. 


Statement allowing annual production capacity and production for 1948-49 

of slate pencils. 


(Figures in thousands) 


Serial 

No. 

Name of firm 

Province/ 

State 

Annual 

capacity* 

Annual 

produc¬ 

tion* 

Whether 
working or 
not 

1 

Indian Pencil Works, Azamgarh 

U.P. 

2,880 

2,880 

Working. 

2 

Jogindra Mills, Joglndranagar 

Himachal 

Pradesh. 

62 

• • 

Not working 
for want of 
oleotrioity. 

3 

Capital Industries, Delhi 

Delhi 

622 

622 

Working. 

4 

C, M. Sanaulla, Bowringpet .. 

Mysore 

11,990 

9,001 

Do. 

6 

Oriental Slate Pencil Factory, 
Bowringpet, 

1 

Do. 

16,001 

1 11,099 

j Do. 

6 

Aftab & Co., Bowringpet 

Do. 

1 15,001 

11,999 

Do. 

7 ' 

j 

Kohlnoor Slate Pencil Factory 
Bowringpet. 

Do. 

1 

13,601 

11,999 

Do. 

s 

Star of India Slate Pencil Fac¬ 
tory, Bowringpet. 

Do. 

11,999 

11,999 

Do. 

9 

Ananda Slate Pencil, 

Bowringpet. 

Do. 

11,999 

9,001 

Do. 

10 

Sri Maruthi Slate Pencil Fac¬ 
tory, Tumkur. 

Do. 

18,001 

18,001 

Do. 

11 

G. Channaveerappa & Sons, 
Tumkut. 

Do. 

24^00 

16,001 

Do. 


Total . • 


126,066 

102,602 



♦[Calculated on the basis of the monthly production oapaoity and the actual production 
for the latest month os given by the Ministry of Industry and Supply.] 


Note.— Production of slate pencils in the country in 1048, was estimated by the Board 
at 20 crores, vide paragraph 10(6). 
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APPENDIX IX, 

[Vide paragraph 7(A)]. 

List of timbers considered suitable by the Forest Research Institute, 
Debra Dun, for the manufacture of slate frames. 


Botanical Names : 

Name in common usage 

1. Abies pindrow and Picea morinda 

fir and spruce 

2. Beswelia serrata 

salai 

3. Spondias acuminata 

ambada 

4, Alstonia scholaris 

shaitanwood 

5. Canarium strictum 

dhup 

6. Machilus macrantha 

machilus 

7. Kydia calyoina 

pula 

. 8. Dichopsis elliptica 

tali 

9. Michelia spp 

champ 
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APPENDIX X. 

[Vide paragraph 13i(a)]. 


Statement showing the value (in rupees) of Imports of Slates and Slate 
Pennils into India from 1946-47 to 1948-49. 


Serial 

T^o. 

Country of origin 

Slates 

Slate Pencils 

1946 47 

1947-48 

1 

1948-49 

1946-47 

1947-48 

1948-49 

1 

Portugal 


4,755 

1,627 

14,607 

32,645 


2 

Portuguese East Africa 

• • 

•• 

• • 

6,405 

1 

• • 1 

1 

3 

Italy .. . .. 

7,635 

•• 

1,114 

•• 



4 

Bel/^ium .. 


2,061 


•• 



fi 

U.K.. 

228 



• • 


•• 

6 

Netherlands ,. .. j 

•• 

•• 

38 

•• 

•• 

•• 

1 

1 

! 

Total ,, 

7,763 

6,816 

2,779 


32,646 

• • 












APPENDIX XL 
(Vide paragraphs IS and 17). 

a) Statement showing C.I.P. prices of Stone Slates (Unit=a case of 
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*Including Landing Charges. 

Wo hare no information regarding the Landed Costs of metal slates. 








(b) Statement diowing O.I.F. prices of Stone Slate Pencils (Diiifc=a ease 

of 5,000 slate pencils). 
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